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Performance Notes

Accidentals function in the traditional manner. However, cautionary accidentals often used.
Approximate duration: 18 minutes

Movement Ill, River Whisper, makes extensive use of natural harmonics in both string parts. These are
always notated according to the desired sounding pitch.

Piano preparation: near the end Movement IV, Riverrun, measure 360, the pianist is to lay a very small
tambourine, or a similar instrument like a pandeiro, on top of the piano strings in the lowest octave. The
strings covered should span the range C1-A1. ltis all right if the covered range is slightly larger,
however, the tambourine should not cover the string for key C2. This preparation should give a
percussive jangle to the notes in this register. Once placed, the tambourine should remain in place for the
remainder of the piece.

Alternate notation of movement IV:

At the end of the score movement IV, Riverrun is presented once again. This second version of the
movement has two passages that are notated using a different metric pattern than that used in the
original version. The passages in question are from mm. 246-269 and from mm. 342-351. In the
alternate version the notation is biased toward the metric pattern evident in the piano part, which has
repeating four-bar phrases consisting of 2 bars of 12/16 followed by one bar of 4/4 and one bar of 2/4.
Over this pattern the strings play a repeating phrase pattern in a slightly different mixed meter than the
piano part. The music in the two versions of the movement is essentially identical. It is just the metric
organization of the notation in the two passages that is different. Performers are encouraged to use
whichever version they feel allows the music to come off the page with the greatest precision in the
resultant groove.

Program Note

Bytown Waters is inspired by the waters running through Ottawa and by various accounts regarding the
origins of the city, from the period in which it was called Bytown. Natural aspects of the Ottawa River and
the Rideau Canal as well as the important roles these bodies played in the growth and development of
the city and region were reflected upon while composing the four movements of this work.

I. River Stones: skipping flat stones on a mirror-like surface of water; concentric circles radiating outward;
underneath an underlying current moves inexorably forward.

II. River Drift: this movement is a barge song of sorts. In the early 19" Century the timber trade was the
major industry of Upper Canada and Lower Canada and Bytown was a centre for lumber and sawmills.
The Ottawa River and later, the Rideau Canal, were the principal routes for shipping lumber to Quebec
and from there onward to England and other European countries. Great timber rafts, containing
thousands of logs and holding hundreds of raftsmen would make the weeks-long journey to ports in
Quebec. This movement is inspired by the steady rhythm of the raftsmen’s oars and the varying
conditions of the river along the journey.

[ll. River Whisper: the stark beauty of a moment in the cold of winter when the river waters are frozen and
dusted with snow.

IV. Riverrun: this movement is inspired by river rapids and the various construction projects, such as
timber slides and even the Rideau Canal, which allowed loggers moving timber downriver to bypass
dangerous waters. Musically, this movement has a restless energy associated with large construction
projects. If one notices a certain cloak and dagger spice to the music it could have to do with the fact that
the canal was built for the purpose of secure military communications and movement of supplies. A
snippet of a folk melody makes a cameo as a tribute to the Irish and French Canadian workers who did
most of the construction work on the canal.

Bytown Waters was composed in celebration of the 25" anniversary of the Gryphon Trio.
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repeat ad lib, until pianist
is ready to proceed to

next measure
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Without letting go of pedal, place a small tambourine
on top of the lowest octave of piano strings
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From m. 406 to the end of the piece all staccatos should be equally short.

For example, staccato eighths should be as short as staccato 16ths.
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From m. 409 to the end of the piece all staccatos should be equally short.

For example, staccato eighths should be as short as staccato 16ths.
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repeat ad lib, until pianist
is ready to proceed to

next measure
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Without letting go of pedal, place a small tambourine
on top of the lowest octave of piano strings
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From m. 406 to the end of the piece all staccatos should be equally short.

For example, staccato eighths should be as short as staccato 16ths.
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From m. 409 to the end of the piece all staccatos should be equally short.

For example, staccato eighths should be as short as staccato 16ths.
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